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GE American Communications, Inc. ("GE Americom") hereby

files comments with respect to the Notice of Proposed Rulemaking

in the above-captioned proceeding,l which proposes to streamline

tariff filings by domestic common carriers found to be non-

dominant under the Commission's Competitive Carrier policies. GE

Americom urges the Commission to adopt these rules and to extend

the streamlining to revisions to the international tariffs of

non-dominant carriers.

GE Americom pioneered the domestic satellite industry, and,

in recognition of the highly competitive environment for domestic

satellite carriers, the Commission, in its Competitive Carrier

proceedings, found that GE Americom and other domestic satellite

carriers were non-dominant in the provision of domestic

communications. 2 Subsequently, the Commission found GE Americom

Order FCC 93-103 (released February 18, 1993) ("NPRM").

2
Fourth Report and Order, 95 FCC 2d 554, 568-571 (1983),
vacated on other grounds sub nom. AT&T v. FCC, 978 F.2d
727 (D.C. Cir. 1992). See also, Fifth Report and
Order, 98 FCC 2d 1191, 1200-01 (1984), recon., 59 RR 2d
543 (1985).
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non-dominant in the provision of international communications.
3

GE Americom supports streamlining of revisions to its

domestic tariffs to enable it to respond to changing market

forces and to meet the needs of customers on short order and

urges that, for the same reasons given by the Commission for

streamlining revisions to its domestic tariffs, it be allowed to

use the same streamlining provisions to revisions to its

international tariffs.

In the NPRM, the Commission tentatively concluded, as a

matter of policy, that:

existing tariff regulation of non-dominant carriers
inhibits price competition, service innovation, entry
into the market, and the ability of firms to respond
quickly to market trends. In particular, we
tentatively conclude that some of our existing
streamlined tariff filing requirements are unnecessary
for, and burdensome on, nondominant carriers. 4

These observations are as true for the provision of

international communications by non-dominant carriers as they are

for domestic communications, underlining the necessity for the

same rules to be applied to both. Additionally, with increasing

military responses to world trouble-spots in remote locales with

no terrestrial infrastructure, the need for government satellite

communications established on short order has become all the more

pressing.

As noted by the NPRM, the current fourteen-day notice period

3

4

International Carrier Policies, 102 FCC 2d 812, 830
(1985).

NPRM at ~ 13 (footnote omitted).
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is disadvantageous in that, among other consequences, it "delays

the benefits customers receive from new offerings * * *,,5 which

is equally applicable to international as well as domestic

communications and is contrary to the strong public interest in

the rapid deploYment of essential communications that support the

military in carrying out its mission.

For these reasons, GE Americom urges the Commission to adopt

the streamlining proposed in the NPRM and to extend this to the

revisions to international tariffs proposed by nondominant

carriers.
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5
Ibid. at ~ 15.


